
Digital Culture
Social networks, digital identity and digital public spaces 



Social Networks, Society, Democracy



The Digital Public Space



Definition of Public Space

In the most simple terms, a public space can be defined by: 

• a speaker 

• a subject of discourse, e.g. a public figure, a company, etc. 

• an audience
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• written by Internet users 
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Zipf’s Law

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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• written by professionals 
• used to comment on or criticise the activities of public figures

Mass Press 
• written by professionals 
• used to tell the news and comment on the life of ordinary people
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Public Conversations 
• written by Internet users 
• used to talk about other individual Internet users
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Individual Users’ Opinions 
• written by Internet users 
• used to comment or criticise the activities of public figures, news, etc.



A Typology of Social Networks



The “Web 2.0”

Source: icsi.edu 



Characteristics of Social Networks

Social Networks are sites where users: 

• have a personal page 

• can interact with other users

Source: Boyd (Danah) and Ellison (Nicole), Social network sites: Definition, history, and scholarship (2007)



Question

What different types of social networks are there?



Two Tension Points

First Tension Point 
• Social Networks allow us to have multiple identities 
• Our identity online varies along multiple dimensions



1956

Erving Goffman 

Sociologist 
The Presentation of Life in Everyday Life



Two Tension Points

First Tension Point 
• Social networks allow us to create and play with multiple identities 
• Our identity online varies along multiple dimensions

Second Tension Point 
• Social networks allow us to open or close interactions 
• There is some control over who sees and who does not see
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Question

Can you distinguish families of social networks?
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Remark

It’s only one typology, among many!



Online Identity



Questions about Digital Identity

When thinking about digital identities, a few question arise: 

• how do we create this digital identity? 

• what does it say about us? 

• is it becoming an attribute of individuals, like a diploma or a 

profession in social life? 



Key Points

Exposure of oneself online is primarily drive by the expectation of being 

recognised by others according to specific criteria. 



Key Points

The social mechanisms of real life guide distinctively the way we 

present ourselves and behave online. 



Key Points

Exposure of oneself online is a highly controlled process. 



Case Study of Online Dating Sites



Sociology of Relationships

The sociology of relationships has historically been mostly interested in 

homogamy and in how homogamy appears.



Sociology of Relationships

Source: Enquête Formation du couple (INED, 1983)



Sociology of Relationships

The sociology of relationships has historically been mostly interested in 

homogamy and in how homogamy appears.

Explicative theories about homogamy often rely on the locations where 

relationships usually start: 

• reserved places (e.g. clubs, rallyes, etc.) 

• private places (e.g. universities, companies, etc.) 

• public places (e.g. bars, campings, etc.)

Do online dating sites create a shift in the traditional homogamy?



Question

Do online dating sites create a shift in the traditional homogamy?



Why is there Homogamy Online?

Homogamy is still very much present on online dating sites. 

This comes, in part, from the iterative selection process that happens 

online. Dating online follows three phases: 

• the evaluation of user profiles 

• the written exchanges 

• the face-to-face meeting 

We’ll see that in each of these three phases, socially differentiated 

selection mechanisms intervene, where individuals are led to renegotiate 

and construct their identity.



Use of Dating Sites is a Socially Situated Practice

Source: Bergström Marie, Population et Sociétés (INED, 2016)



Use of Dating Sites is a Socially Situated Practice

Source: Bergström Marie, Population et Sociétés (INED, 2016)



Sociology of Relationships

Not everyone uses the same dating site!



Use of Dating Sites is a Socially Situated Practice

Source: Bergström Marie, (Se) correspondre en ligne (2016)



Use of Dating Sites is a Socially Situated Practice

Source: Bergström Marie, (Se) correspondre en ligne (2016)



Why is there Homogamy Online?

Homogamy is still very much present on online dating sites. 

This comes, in part, from the iterative selection process that happens 

online. Dating online follows three phases: 

• the evaluation of user profiles 

• the written exchanges 

• the face-to-face meeting 

In each of these phases, socially differentiated selection mechanisms 

intervene, where individuals are led to renegotiate their identity.



Social Network and Social Sciences



Who Leads? Who Follows?
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Who Leads? Who Follows?

Source: http://pablobarbera.com/congress-lda/ 



Gender Wage Gap

Source: http://pablobarbera.com/congress-lda/ 



The Yellow Vests Movement



Who Leads? Who Follows?



The Yellow Vests Movement



The Yellow Vests Movement



The Yellow Vests Movement



Tutorial on Data Analysis



Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

• Install Python 3.10.7 on https://www.python.org/downloads/

https://www.python.org/downloads/


Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

• Install Twint by running: 
pip3 install --user --upgrade -e git+https://github.com/twintproject/
twint.git@origin/master#egg=twint 



Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

• Perform a basic tweet collection: 
twint -s “patagonia” -o patagonia_twitter_data.csv --csv



Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

• Perform a basic tweet collection: 
twint -g="48.880048,2.385939,1km" -o file.csv --csv



Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

• Perform a basic tweet collection: 
twint -u “POTUS”



Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

Explore the documentation: https://github.com/twintproject/twint !

https://github.com/twintproject/twint


Twitter Data Collection Tutorial

Explore with the Python language 

• https://osintfr.com/en/ukraine-twitter-analysis-twint-gephi-tutorial/ 

• https://pub.towardsai.net/getting-valuable-insights-and-visualizations-

from-tweets-using-python-and-twint-28d9f9eb9128 

https://osintfr.com/en/ukraine-twitter-analysis-twint-gephi-tutorial/
https://pub.towardsai.net/getting-valuable-insights-and-visualizations-from-tweets-using-python-and-twint-28d9f9eb9128
https://pub.towardsai.net/getting-valuable-insights-and-visualizations-from-tweets-using-python-and-twint-28d9f9eb9128


Questions on Digital Explorations



Questions on Digital Explorations



Homework

• optional — watch The Social Dilemma 

• https://www.thesocialdilemma.com  

• read First Draft’s guide to fake news: 

• https://firstdraftnews.org/articles/fake-news-

complicated/ 

• think about what type of information you see rarely on 

social media 



To go further



To go further



Thank you!


